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CORPORATE SELECT COMMITTEE  
 
 
Meeting: Monday 15 February 2016 at 6.30 pm in Pavilion Gardens, Buxton 
 
Present: Councillor Barrow (Chairman) 
 

Councillors Claff, Douglas, Grooby, Hardy, Helliwell, Lomax, A McKeown, R 
McKeown, Perkins, Sloman, Sizeland, G Wharmby and J Wharmby. 
 
Councillors Ashton, Kemp and Thrane were also in attendance. 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Huddlestone. 

 
16/50  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  (Agenda item 2) 
 

Councillor Ashton and G Wharmby declared an interest in agenda item 5, 
“Third Quarter Performance and Financial Review 2015/16” insofar as it 
relates to Torr Vale Mill (reason: Director Torr Vale Mill) 

 
16/50  MINUTES 
  (Agenda item 4) 
 

With reference to Minute 16/41, it was confirmed that Councillor Lomax would 
be representing the Liberal Democrat / Independent Group on the HRA Sub-
Committee. 
 
With reference to minute 16/19 of the meeting held on 24 September 
concerning the consultation around the provision of courts and tribunal 
services in the Midlands Region, a response to the consultation had now been 
published which stated that Buxton Magistrates Court would be closing, with 
its work being directed to either Stockport or Chesterfield.  A report would be 
submitted to the meeting of Council on 25 February 2016. 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2016 be approved as a 
correct record. 

 
16/51 THIRD QUARTER PERFORMANCE & FINANCIAL REVIEW 2015/16 
 (Agenda item 5) 
 
 The Committee considered a report which provided information of the 

Council’s overall performance and financial position for the period ended 31 
December 2015 (“Third Quarter 2015/16”) and set out a set of actions to 
address he issued identified within the report. 

 
 The main elements of the report were outlined in paragraph 3.3 of the report.  

Particular reference was made to the improvement in the determination of 
planning applications, the increase in the numbers of calls answered and an 
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increase in the numbers of complaints around property investment which were 
all being investigated. 

 
 With reference to the financial review, an £11,000 underspend was being 

forecast, although there were some concerns regarding the capital receipts 
forecast around asset management which were being examined. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Executive be requested to: 
 

1. Note the Third Quarter 2015/16 performance and financial position as 
detailed in Appendices A and B and summarised at 3.3 of this covering 
report; 

2. Note the updated position against the approved Action Plan for the 
Second Quarter (Appendix C); 

3. Approve the actions detailed in Appendix D which have been identified to 
address the performance and financial issues highlighted in the report. 

 
16/52  GOVERNMENT CONSULTATIONS ON PLANNING POLICY 
  (Agenda item 6) 
 

The Committee were informed about two Government consultations which are 
likely to have an impact on the Council’s emerging planning policy framework, 
and the calculation of new Homes Bonus which are intended to improve the 
delivery of housing. 
 
It was queried whether the proposals would result in changes to the local plan, 
to which members were advised that local plans underway would not be 
affected.   
 
The view was expressed that although the stance taken around the New 
Homes Bonus was supported, any changes which would see the amount 
reduced would not be welcomed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the consultations and proposed responses be noted. 

 
16/53  2016/17 BUDGET AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2016-17 –  

2019-20 
(Agenda item 7) 
 
The Committee considered the proposed budget for 2016/17, the updated 
Medium Term Financial Plan 2016-17 – 2019-20 and the proposed Fees and 
Charges for 2016/17. 
 
A balanced general fund and HRA budget were being proposed for 2016/17, 
together with a council tax increase of 1.9%.  It was noted that the final budget  
figures took into account the financial impact of the 4 year settlement, and the 
4 year 1% rent reduction. 
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With reference to Fees and Charges, increased provision had been made for 
residents’ parking within the High Peak, and the entry level parking fee had 
been maintained.   Housing rents were being reduced by 1%, with other 
housing related charges being increased by 1%. 
 
Some concern was expressed regarding the reliance on business rates, to 
which members were advised that although there were a number of 
uncertainties around business rates, there was sufficient time to identify and 
address issues if necessary and that there was a further contingency in the 
form of reserves. 
 
Members expressed some concerns regarding the increased costs for longer 
stay parking, and the increase in costs for a market stall. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Executive be requested to recommend that Council: 

• Approves the General Fund and Housing Revenue Account (HRA) 
Budget for 2016/17 as detailed in Appendix A (section 8) 

• Approves the revised Medium Term Financial Plan (2016/17 to 
2019/20) as detailed in Appendix A, including the revised Capital 
Programme (attached at Annex A); 

• Approves the proposed Fees and Charges for 2016/17 as detailed in 
Appendix B 

• Approves a Band D Council Tax of £177.73 for 2016/17 (increase of 
1.9%) 

• Notes the view of the Chief Finance Officer that the level of reserves 
are adequate for the Council based on this budget and the 
circumstances in place at the time of preparing it (Appendix A, section 
7) 

 
16/54  WORK PROGRAMME 
  (Agenda item 8) 
 

The Performance Management Sub-Committee would meet prior to the next 
meeting of Corporate Select Committee, and the Asset Management Sub-
Committee would meet once the outcome of the stock condition survey was 
known. A report around Facilities Management Performance Arrangement 
needed to be added to the work programme. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That, subject to the above, the Select Committees’ Work Programmes be 
noted. 

 
16/55  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
  (Agenda item 10) 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following items of business as there may be disclosure to them of 
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exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A of the 
Local Government Act 1972 

 
  SUMMARY OF EXEMPT ITEMS 
 
16/56  EXEMPT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 JANUARY 2016 
  (Agenda item 11) 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 

That the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2016 be 
approved as a correct record. 

 
16/57  PAVILION GARDENS 
  (Agenda item 12) 
 

The Committee considered an update on the current status with the Pavilion 
Gardens construction project and made recommendations around the way 
forward to the Executive. 

 
16/58  GLOSSOP HALLS AND VICTORIA HALL PROJECT UDPATE 
  (Agenda item 13) 
 

The Committee considered an update on the Glossop Halls project and the 
Victoria Hall and made a number of recommendations on the way forward to 
the Executive. 
 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 7.33 p.m. 
 
 
 
CHAIR 
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